
1 
 

St ill Waters – Resurrect ion 
February 11, 2017 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Today is an opportunity to tell our stories and celebrate (and/or lament) our 
history since we last met. 
 
While studying at AMBS, I had a crisis of faith, and resurrect ion was the 
last thing I had to hold on to. Jesus’ resurrect ion became central to my 
faith, and everything else developed from there. The resurrect ion at the 
second coming is also important to us, given our Adventist 
understanding of death. But resurrect ion as a theme can be explored 
much more broadly than these two primary occurrences.  
 
 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-6, 11-13 
The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many 
bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones 
live?” I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say 
to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I 
will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will 
know that I am the Lord.’” 
 
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves and bring you up from them. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:12-14, 17-19 
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrect ion of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrect ion of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
 
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is fut ile; you are st ill in your sins. 18 Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pit ied. 
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Shane Claiborne: “Turning Vacant Lots into Gardens in Philadelphia”  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/shane-claiborne/pract icing-resurrect ion-t_b_1443621.html 

Now, as we approach 15 years of community here at The Simple Way, we have half a dozen lots 
that we are gardening on. And we are seeing a neighborhood come back to life. I will never 
forget the haunting words of a neighborhood kid who once said years ago, “It’s easier to get a 
gun in our neighborhood than it is to get a salad.” His words broke my heart. And they have 
cont inued to fan a flame all these years to try and change that reality. 

So we talk alot these days about “pract icing resurrect ion” — by making ugly things beaut iful... 
and turning vacant lots into gardens... and loving people back to life. Not a bad encore after 
Easter here. After all, resurrect ion is something we get to do every day. Every day is Easter. We 
are resurrect ion people. 

Peter Rollins: “My Confession: I deny the Resurrect ion”  

https://vimeo.com/19258866 
http://peterrollins.net/my-confession-i-deny-the-resurrect ion/  

I deny the resurrection of Christ every time I do not serve at the feet of the oppressed, each day 
that I turn my back on the poor; I deny the resurrection of Christ when I close my ears to the 
cries of the downtrodden and lend my support to an unjust and corrupt system. 

However there are moments when I affirm that resurrection, few and far between as they are. I 
affirm it when I stand up for those who are forced to live on their knees, when I speak for those 
who have had their tongues torn out, when I cry for those who have no more tears left to shed. 

Images: 
 

     
 
[1] “New shoot from an old stump.” Creat ively labeled by local botanist and hort iculturist, Jeff Boyd. 
[2] “The sculpture Reconciliat ion by Vasconcellos showing two former enemies embracing each other. It 
was erected in 1995 in the north aisle of the ruins of St Michael's Cathedral, Coventry [England]. (Destroyed 
during f ire bombs during the Coventry Blitz on 14 November 1940). The English text reads: In 1995, 50 
years after the end of the Second World War this sculpture by Josef ina de Vasconcellos has been given by 
Richard Branson as a token of reconciliation. An identical sculpture has been placed on behalf of the people of 
Coventry in Peace Garden, Hiroshima, Japan. Both statues remind us that in the face of destruct ive forces, 
human dignity and love will triumph over disaster and bring nat ions together in respect and peace.” (link) 
[3] Afrika Town community garden; Oakland, CA. “A year ago, the vacant lot reeked of urine and was 
littered with trash and syringes. Today, more than a dozen garden beds f illed with fruits and vegetables 
provide fresh food to anyone who asks within an impoverished food desert.” (link) 
NOTE: Images were stolen from the interwebs and used without permission. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/shane-claiborne/practicing-resurrection-t_b_1443621.html
https://vimeo.com/19258866
http://peterrollins.net/my-confession-i-deny-the-resurrection/
http://peterrollins.net/my-confession-i-deny-the-resurrection/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry_Cathedral#/media/File:Reconciliation_by_Vasconcellos,_Coventry.jpg
http://blog.oaklandxings.com/2015/04/hundreds-defend-afrika-town-community-garden/
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Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front 

By: Wendell Berry 
 

 

Love the quick profit, the annual raise, 

vacat ion with pay. Want more 

of everything ready-made. Be afraid 

to know your neighbors and to die. 

And you will have a window in your head. 

Not even your future will be a mystery 

any more. Your mind will be punched in a card 

and shut away in a little drawer. 

When they want you to buy something 

they will call you. When they want you 

to die for profit they will let you know. 

So, friends, every day do something 

that won’t compute. Love the Lord. 

Love the world. Work for nothing. 

Take all that you have and be poor. 

Love someone who does not deserve it. 

Denounce the government and embrace 

the flag. Hope to live in that free 

republic for which it stands. 

Give your approval to all you cannot 

understand. Praise ignorance, for what man 

has not encountered he has not destroyed. 

Ask the quest ions that have no answers. 

Invest in the millennium. Plant sequoias. 

Say that your main crop is the forest 

that you did not plant, 

that you will not live to harvest. 

Say that the leaves are harvested 

when they have rotted into the mold. 

Call that profit. Prophesy such returns. 

Put your faith in the two inches of humus 

that will build under the trees 

every thousand years. 

Listen to carrion — put your ear 

close, and hear the faint chattering 

of the songs that are to come. 

Expect the end of the world. Laugh. 

Laughter is immeasurable. Be joyful 

though you have considered all the facts. 

So long as women do not go cheap 

for power, please women more than men. 

Ask yourself: Will this sat isfy 

a woman sat isfied to bear a child? 

Will this disturb the sleep 

of a woman near to giving birth? 

Go with your love to the f ields. 

Lie easy in the shade. Rest your head 

in her lap. Swear allegiance 

to what is nighest your thoughts. 

As soon as the generals and the polit icos 

can predict the motions of your mind, 

lose it. Leave it as a sign 

to mark the false trail, the way 

you didn’t go. Be like the fox 

who makes more tracks than necessary, 

some in the wrong direct ion. 

Practice resurrection.

 

“Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberat ion Front” from The Country of Marriage, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc. 1973. Also 
published by Counterpoint Press in The Selected Poems of Wendell Berry, 1999; The Mad Farmer Poems, 2008; New 
Collected Poems, 2012. Emphasis mine. https://cals.arizona.edu/~steidl/Liberat ion.html  

[Thank you, Sarah Fusté, for bringing this poem to my attent ion.] 

https://cals.arizona.edu/%7Esteidl/Liberation.html
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CONTEMPLATION 
 
 
If you are literary, you may appreciate reflect ing on the quotes above. 
 
If you are visual, you may appreciate reflect ing on the images above. 
 
If you are poet ic, you may appreciate reflect ing on Wendell Berry’s poetry above. 
 
If you are act ive, you may appreciate sett ing down this piece of paper and running wildly into the 
woods, crying out in joy as your heart pounds and muscles churn. 
 
If you are into pondering quest ions which have been cleverly grouped into a ten-point list, you may 
appreciate contemplat ing or journaling about these: 
 

1. What has come to life (or back to life, to be more precise) for me since we last met here in 
2010 (2012?)? How have I discerned or perceived God’s presence/involvement in these 
situat ions? 

2. What has died that I st ill hope will come to life? Dreams, relat ionships, career, health, family, 
educat ion, etc. 

3. Is there a song, a movie, a book, a poem, a character, a Bible passage, or a spirit animal :) that 
speaks to me about this? 

4. Do the images on page 2 spark any new ideas for me about the theme of resurrect ion? In 
what ways might they expand it? What other images might I use to embody resurrect ion? 

5. Because I believe in resurrect ion, what can I let die? What is the signif icance of this for me, for 
my life? Does Hebrews 12:2 speak to this in any way? 

6. Resurrect ion can seem like an individual experience, yet many congregat ions have 
“Resurrect ion Community” in their names. In what sense have you experienced resurrect ion 
in community rather than in isolat ion? 

7. How might Peter Rollins be connect ing Jesus’ resurrect ion and social just ice, peace, and 
compassion? What do I think about this connect ion? 

8. Shane Claiborne and Wendell Berry use the phrase “pract ice resurrect ion.” In what sense 
could this be possible? What limits might there be to pract icing resurrect ion? 

9. If God is in the business of resurrect ion, how might God be calling me to part icipate today? 
10. At t imes when it looks like the world is dying, does resurrect ion offer any hope? Does the 

theme have any relevance? 
 
 
NOTE: We can share about whatever we like after quiet t ime, but these ten quest ions will be my 
start ing point for our meandering conversat ion. May God’s Spirit lead our thoughts and subsequent 
conversat ions. 
 
Thank you for participating today, for lending your ear and your voice. Long live community…. 


